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Introduction 

• Vehicle fleet to increase, especially in developing countries 

• Demand for used vehicles – incl. used cars 

• Key air quality and climate issue 

• Sometimes environmental dumping (but also sometimes better 
than new….) 

• Used vehicles help with leapfrog to affordable clean technology 

• What policies are there in place to achieve this? 



Used Vehicles Flows 



Case Study - Uganda 

• Used vehicles imports - increasing 

• Average Age - increasing 

• Emissions - increasing  

  

Uganda – Average LDV Fuel Economy 

liters per 100km 

  

2005 12.5 

~10% decrease 
2014 13.7 



What are countries doing to promote cleaner used vehicles? 

Global Efforts to Promote Cleaner Used Vehicles 



Policies on Used Vehicles 

• Vehicle standards 

• Banning used vehicle imports 

• Age restrictions 

• Fiscal incentives 

• Export restrictions 



Used Vehicles Import Bans 



Aged-based policies 



Bans & Age Together 



Vehicles Emissions Standards 



The  following 9 countries have specific taxation policies for used vehicles imports: 
• Barbados 
• Cayman Islands 
• Dominica 
• St Kitts and Nevis 
• The Gambia 
• Uganda 
• Armenia 
• Georgia 
• Moldova  
(many more have tax policies for new & used together) 

Policies – tax incentives 



Export Restrictions 

• Are there any exporting countries regulating what cars can, and can 
not, be exported? 

• Is this an issue under the Basel Convention? Bamako Convention? 
Dirty fuels are now considered to fall under these Conventions 



Example - Uganda 

• Environmental levies on import of used vehicles 



Example - Sri Lanka 

• Using financial incentives to leap frog to clean technologies 



Example – Costa Rica 

• Average age is 10 yrs, mainly from US 

• Tax incentives 2012, revised  2016 

• Age restriction under development – proposal 12 years (only) 

Category 

Selective tax 

2012 

Selective tax 

2016 

New 30% 30% 

Used < 3 yrs 30% 30% 

Used 4 and 5 yrs 40% 30% 

Used >= 6 yrs 53% 48% 

HEV y BEV 10% 10% 



A Harmonized Approach 
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Asia – Mixture of Measures 
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A Global/ Regional Approach 

• Some regions few restrictions 

• Harmonization? 

• Not blocking but shifting to cleaner vehicles 

• Cost benefits (fuel, maintenance) 

• Health benefits 

• Systems approach – avoid mismatches 

• Electric vehicles - leapfrogging 

• Impacts on car markets? 

 


