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IAAF installs first stadium air quality monitor in Monaco 
 
The International Association of Athletics Federations air pollution campaign is supported by UN 
Environment and the Climate and Clean Air Coalition 
 
Monaco, September 19, 2018: The IAAF has today reached a substantial milestone in its campaign 
to raise awareness of the effects of air pollution, with the installation of its first stadium air quality 
monitor in Monaco. 
 
As part of a pilot programme designed to highlight the need for clean air, the first device was set up 
at Stade Louis II in Monaco today, in the presence of HSH Prince Albert II, President of the Monaco 
Athletics Federation and Chair of the IOC Environment Commission, and Sebastian Coe, President of 
the International Association of Athletics Federations. 
 
"As chairman of the Monaco Athletics Federation I am proud that the Stade Louis II has been part of 
the IAAF Air Quality Device project which targets to improve the quality of environment and 
conditions of performances for the athletes, through data that has never been provided before," 
HSH Prince Albert II said. 
 
"After a first test during our IDL meeting Herculis EBS on July 20th, which has been ranked as the 
best meeting of the history, we are delighted to continue to work in this project. Stade Louis II will 
be the first stadium in the world with such tools, thus allowing the Principality to be a pioneer in 
terms of environmental consideration in sport." 
 
IAAF President Sebastian Coe added: "Air pollution is a silent killer which is affecting the health of 
athletes, local communities and our environment, so I’m delighted that the cooperation between 
the IAAF and our partners has brought this project to fruition and I hope that together we can raise 
awareness and help to improve air quality around the globe." 
 
Six more devices, supplied by Kunak Technologies SL, the Spanish company that won a tender 
process to provide the monitors, will be installed on athletics tracks around the world in the coming 
months as part of the project. Stadiums in Argentina, Ethiopia, Mexico, Sydney and Japan have been 
selected. A second device will also be installed at Stade Louis II to measure the difference between 
the air at each end of the stadium. 
 
The IAAF and UN Environment (UNEP) announced in May that they were joining forces to address 
the issue of poor air quality, which has led to seven million deaths globally, according to a World 
Health Organisation study. 
 
Fanny Demassieux, Head of the UNEP’s Pollution and Health Unit in Paris, was also at Stade Louis II 
today to mark the arrival of the air quality monitor, as were IAAF-UNEP Clean Air Ambassador Paula 
Radcliffe and IAAF Council Member and Chair of the IAAF Sustainable Development Advisory Group, 
Sylvia Barlag. 
 



Ms Demassieux was delighted that the pilot been launched so quickly, given that discussions 
between the IAAF and UNEP only began in December last year. 
 
"We're very grateful that Prince Albert and the authorities of Monaco are part of the project, and 
this is actually what we want to see in other cities, that they include authorities in the discussions," 
she said. 
 
"The important thing is to raise the awareness among athletes and recreational runners of how 
important air quality is for their health. In order to improve air quality, we need to monitor it." 
 
The five-year partnership between the IAAF and UNEP, supported by the Climate and Clean Air 
Coalition, aims to have 1000 monitors stationed in IAAF certified athletics tracks around the world 
providing real time air quality data. The pollutants that will be measured include PM2.5 (particles), 
PM10, O3 and NO2, which research shows are the four main elements that have an impact on the 
performance of athletes. 
 
The Monaco Athletics Federation and Stade Louis II have been strong supporters of the project and 
hosted a demonstration of air quality monitors from the shortlisted tenderers during the Diamond 
League meeting Herculis in July this year. 
 
With an informal network of more than half a billion runners around the world, the IAAF is in a 
unique position to promote global awareness of the health impacts of air pollution. 
This is a particularly important issue for athletes, whose performances can be affected when they 
compete in poor air. 
 
The IAAF Health and Science Department continues to study the correlation between air quality and 
athlete performance, following on from its preliminary research which found a performance 
reduction in highly polluted environments. 
"Some recent athletics events took place in highly polluted cities and at exactly the worst time of the 
day possible, considering the traffic, solar irradiation and external temperature," said the IAAF’s 
Health and Science Department Manager Dr Paolo Emilio Adami. 
 
"Exercising in these atmospheric conditions, besides being extremely harmful, does not allow the 
athletes to perform at their best and ultimately lowers the standard of the competition. The air 
quality monitors will assist us in our further research on this subject. We want to do whatever we 
can to protect athletes from the negative effects of air pollution, and we believe this will also benefit 
the wider community, in fact anyone who exercises." 
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