
FAST ACTION • QUICK RESULTS • MULTIPLE BENEFITS

The Climate and Clean Air Coalition was established in 2012 to treat 
short-lived climate pollutants as an urgent and collective challenge. 
Our approach integrates climate action and air quality efforts, 
which helps countries maximise national benefits, deliver the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals and increase ambition to meet the 
Paris Agreement goal to limit warming to 1.5˚ Celsius.

OUR PARTNERS
Since 2012 we have grown into a global network with over 300 
partners and actors carrying out activities around the world and 
across economic sectors. 

Participation in the Coalition is voluntary and open to governments, 
subnationals, intergovernmental organisations, financial institutions 
and civil society organisations that commit to address short-lived 
climate pollutants collectively and individually.

WHAT WE DO
The Coalition focuses on four key strategies to achieve real and 
ambitious benefits for the climate and clean air: 
 
• Enabling transformative action by providing knowledge, 

resources, and technical and institutional capacity to act

• Mobilising support for action through advocacy at all levels of 
government, the private sector and civil society

• Increasing the availability of and access to financial resources to 
support the successful implementation at scale

• Enhancing scientific knowledge to help decision-makers scale up 
action and promote the multiple benefits of action

CLIMATE
0.60C avoided warming  
by 2050

HEALTH
2.4 million avoided 
premature deaths  
annually from outdoor  
air pollution

FOOD SECURITY 
52 million tonnes of  
avoided crop losses from  
4 major staples per year

SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT  
GOALS
Contribution to meeting  
the SDGs related  
to air quality, health, and 
food security
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THE PATHWAY TO 1.5°C

Fast action on ALL pollutants is needed 
to achieve the Paris Agreement 
temperature targets. Reducing short-
lived climate pollutants will provide 
benefits for:
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ACTION GROUNDED IN SCIENCE
The Coalition takes action based on solid science. Our activities follow a 
package of control measures identified by UN Environment and the World 
Meteorological Organisation (WMO) for their ability to achieve “win-win” 
results for the climate, air quality, and human wellbeing over a relatively short 
timeframe, at little to no net cost.

HOW WE WORK
The Coalition supports action on the ground through 11 initiatives, which are 
designed to transform policies and practices and showcase practical actions 
that can quickly reduce short-lived climate pollutants in the main emitting 
sectors.

OUR ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDE
• Training and institutional 

strengthening
• Support for developing laws, 

regulations, policies and plans
• Technology demonstrations
• Political outreach and 

awareness raising campaigns
• Co-funding and catalysed 

funding
• Development of knowledge 

resources and tools
• Expert assistance 

GOVERNANCE 
The Coalition is a cooperative  
group led by our state partners. 

Our governance model 
distributes governing and advisory 
responsibility among several 
entities, reflecting the diversity of 
our partners and ensuring that we 
take informed actions.

High-Level Assembly
Working Group
Steering Committee
Scientific Advisory Panel
Secretariat

OVER 

90
ENTITIES

IMPLEMENTING 
MITIGATION 
ACTIONS IN  
85 COUNTRIES,  
107 CITIES AND  
14 REGIONS

$54 MILLION   
from the CCAC Trust Fund

$42 MILLION  
co-funding from our partners  

SECTOR INITIATIVES
AGRICULTURE

BRICK PRODUCTION

COOLING & REFRIGERATION

HEAVY-DUTY VEHICLES

HOUSEHOLD ENERGY

OIL & GAS

WASTE

CROSS-CUTTING 
INITIATIVES
FINANCE

HEALTH 

NATIONAL PLANNING

REGIONAL ASSESSMENTS

FUNDING OUR 
ACTIVITIES

THROUGH THE 
FOLLOWING INITIATIVES

ABOUT US

ccacoalition.org/join
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Short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs) are climate forcers many times more 
powerful than carbon dioxide (CO2) at warming the planet. But, because 
they’re present in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time, 
reducing them can rapidly reduce near-term warming. Certain short-lived 
climate pollutants are also dangerous air pollutants that have harmful 
effects for people, ecosystems and agricultural productivity. 

The speed at which short-lived climate pollutants can be removed from 
the atmosphere presents an opportunity for quick, coordinated action to 
address global warming. 

SUBSTANCE

BLACK
CARBON (BC)

METHANE
(CH4)

TROPOSPHERIC
OZONE (03)

HYDROFLUORO-
CARBONS (HFCS)

ANTHROPOGENIC
SOURCES

LIFETIME IN
ATMOSPHERE

DAYS

12 YEARS

WEEKS

15 YEARS
(WEIGHTED
BY USAGE)

LONG-LIVED CLIMATE POLLUTANTS

CARBON
DIOXIDE (C02)

UP TO 60%
<100 YEARS

UP TO 25%
>1,000 YEARS

Longer term response to mitigation

Rapid, deep, and persistent cuts in C0₂ 
and other long-lived greenhouse gases are 
necessary to stabilise global temperature 
rise in the long term.

HARM PUBLIC HEALTH

REDUCE FOOD SECURITY

WARM THE ATMOSPHERE

ACCELERATE MELTING OF  
ICE AND SNOW

DISRUPT WEATHER  
PATTERNS

WHY ACT  
ON SHORT-LIVED  
CLIMATE POLLUTANTS

NEAR-TERM IMPACTS 
Short-lived climate pollutants  
are the largest contributors to  
global warming after carbon dioxide. 
They are responsible for up to 45%  
of current global warming, contribute 
to the 7 million annual premature 
deaths from air pollution, and cause 
110 million tonnes of crop losses  
each year.
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SOLUTIONS
We have a package of solutions that can reduce black carbon, methane and 
HFC emissions. Many of these measures involve cost-effective technologies 
and practices that already exist.

By implementing these solutions, we can reduce global emissions by 2050 by:

METHANE BLACK CARBON  HFCS
(upon execution of policies 

under the kigali amendment)

0.60C avoided warming by 2050

DEVELOPMENT BENEFITS
There are also multiple development benefits to action to  
reduce short-lived climate pollutants. These benefits can be  
perceived almost immediately where action has been taken.

HEALTH 
2.4 million avoided premature deaths  
annually from outdoor air pollution

FOOD SECURITY 
52 million tonnes of avoided crop losses from  
4 major staples per year

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
Contribution to meeting the SDGs related  
to air quality, health, and food security

CLIMATE BENEFITS

The 2018 IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C shows that simultaneous mitigation 
of short-lived climate pollutants and CO2 is the only possible scenario for 
achieving the Paris Agreement target. 

Fast and immediate action on short-lived climate pollutants  
can avoid over half a degree of warming by 2050. It will also  
avoid over 50% of predicted warming in the Arctic by 2050  
and significantly reduce the risk of triggering dangerous 
climate tipping points, like the irreversible release of carbon 
dioxide and methane from thawing Arctic permafrost.

SHORT-LIVED  
CLIMATE POLLUTANTS

CLIMATE MITIGATION 
PATHWAYS
Avoided global warming by 2050
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The Climate and Clean Air Coalition is a wise investment for your climate 
finance portfolio. 

We are the only global organisation focused on reducing short-lived climate 
pollutants – actions which deliver results for developing countries and are 
imperative to meet the Paris Agreement targets.

INVESTING SUPPORTS
Fast action to reduce emissions at scale through:
• Political engagement — critical for driving change
• Policy development
• Training and capacity building
• Peer-to-peer support
• Pre-project planning and feasibility
• Science support and research

A pipeline of fundable projects:
Our new financing strategy focuses on creating a pipeline of finance-ready 
projects. We work with funders like the World Bank, regional development 
banks, Green Climate Fund, and Global Environment Facility.

HEALTH
2.4 million avoided 
premature deaths  
annually from outdoor  
air pollution

CLIMATE
0.60C avoided warming  
by 2050

MULTIPLE BENEFITS FROM YOUR INVESTMENT

FOOD SECURITY 
52 million tonnes of 
avoided crop losses from  
4 major staples per year 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
GOALS
Contribution to meeting the  
SDGs related to air quality,  
health, and food security

COUNTRIES 
ACTIVELY 
WORKING IN 

81

POLICY 
CHANGES 
ACHIEVED

130

RESULTS AND IMPACTS

new or improved  
laws and regulations 
supported in 17 countries 

on waste management, heavy-
duty diesel vehicles and bricks 
production

27

70
CITIES

Over 100 policies and 
plans including improved 
waste management  
plans in 70 cities

65 
COMMITMENTS

person-days of training
30,000

Over 120  
knowledge  
resources and  
tools

OVER 160

48COUNTRIES 
WITH INCREASED 
INSTITUTIONAL 
CAPACITY

political awareness raising, and decision-
making outreach events

WHY INVEST 
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HOW YOUR INVESTMENT IS USED
Supports the partnership to reduce warming in the near-term
From 6 country partners in 2012 there are now over 60 in 2018, covering all 
regions of the globe. 

Together, we share knowledge, increase each other’s awareness and capacity 
to act, and define priorities for action. We take collective and concerted fast 
action on SLCPs— at all scales: national, regional, city, and community.

Strategic investment – big results
We operate at scale, seeking solutions at the level of policy and political 
determination that go far beyond single-project outcomes.

• Countries
• Development banks
• NGOs
• UN organizations
• Philanthropies 
• Private sector
• Researchers
• Think tanks
• Subnational governments 
• Cities
• Local organisations

COALITION PARTNERS

INITIATIVES

AGRICULTURE

BRICK PRODUCTION

COOLING & REFRIGERATION

HEAVY-DUTY VEHICLES

HOUSEHOLD ENERGY

OIL & GAS

WASTE

FINANCE

HEALTH 

NATIONAL PLANNING

REGIONAL ASSESSMENTS

The IPCC emphasizes the 
importance of action on short-lived 
climate pollutants and collaborative 
platforms to achieve the 1.5°C goal.

A collaborative, 
voluntary, flexible 
platform – 
prioritizing action 
over negotiation 

WHY INVEST 

FUNDING ALLOCATED TO 
ACTIVITIES

CO-FUNDING 

$54 MILLION
allocated to activities on the ground
Implementation rate: 75%

$42 MILLION  
co-funding from our partners 

EFFICIENT AND TRANSPARENT 
MANAGEMENT

The CCAC Trust Fund is managed  
by UN Environment and has a robust 
reporting framework.

Our donors and partners drive our 
work. They: 
• Set priorities and strategies
• Propose new initiatives
• Allocate funding
• Oversee and steer implementation
• Deliver results

ccacoalition.org/funding


