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6th October (Day - One) ï World Sustainable Development Summit 
 
The RUWES Team attended the World Sustainable Development Summit themed Beyond 2015: People, Planet 
& Progress at the Indian Habitat Centre, Delhi. The summit inaugurated by President Pranab Mukherjee 
gathered global leaders, stakeholder governments, NGOs, multilateral and bilateral development organisations 
and academic and research institutions to encourage action to achieve goal proposed in order to protect the 
planet and explore new pathways that contribute to sustainable, inclusive and equitable future.   
 
The RUWES Team attended the Thematic Session on Air pollution in India: A Problem with Scalable 
Solutions.  The session aimed to target interventions in different sectors such as residential cooking and 
transport to reduce their contributions to the pollutant concentrations. It proposed to evolve a framework for the 
integrated role of science, policy, business and civil society for addressing air pollution concerns and indicate a 
pathway for emission reduction from different sectors. The broad objectives included the following; 
 

¶ catalyzing scientific research to mitigate PM and ozone precursor emissions from different contributing 
sectors. Key strategies that can work in reducing pollution in Indian cities and other highly polluted 
regions. 

¶ Encouraging the policy makers to set time bound targets for air pollution mitigation. 

¶ Factors impeding the focus on mitigation strategies for emissions from different sectors and actions 
needed to jointly address them. 

¶ Immediate role of science, policy, business, financial institutions and advocacy groups and actions 
needed to drive their collaborated action. 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
7th October (Day - Two) ï Visit to the Institute of Minerals and Materials Technology 
 
Through the Ministry of New and Renewable Energyôs National Programme on improved Cookstoves (NPIC), the 
Indian Government has disseminated about 35 million varieties of cookstoves for domestic and commercial 
cooking. Keeping in view the advancement in cookstove technology and growing concern for energy security and 
health hazard concerns of women and children in rural areas, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
launched the National Biomass Clean Cookstove Initiative (NBCI) for development and demonstration.  
 
As a follow up to the NBCI four cookstove testing centres were established and certified by the Ministry of New 
and Renewable Energy. The testing centres are for carrying out performance testing of clean cookstoves and for 
developing test protocols and standards. One of these testing centres was set up in the Institute of Minerals and 
Materials Technology (IMMT). IMMT recognizes that a large percentage of the population depends on firewood 
for cooking and the already existing technologies cannot be fabricated by the villagers.  
 
The testing centres have a testing programme for streamlining the process of testing and for developing revised 
standards and test protocols for portable improved biomass cookstoves to maintain the quality of products. On 



the basis of extensive testing and analysis carried out in these centres, the MNRE developed a revised standard 
and test protocols for portable biomass cookstoves, recently published by the Bureau of Indian Standards, New 
Delhi. 
 
The RUWES team was given a tour of the cookstove testing facility in IMMT, got exposure on cookstove testing, 
research on ICS designing and introduced to different technologies like the Improved Biomass Oven, 
Thermoelectric Cookstoves, Water filtration system, Biomass Fired Drier.      
 
The team was briefed on NBCI and there is an expected follow up action proposed for partnership for the 
Institute to set up a clean cookstove testing centre in Nigeria through an existing partnership between India and 
Nigeria ( spearheaded by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy , India and the Renewable Energy 
Programme , Nigeria) on matters related to Clean and Renewable Energy. 
 

 



 





 
 
 
8th October (Day - Three) - Saturday 
 
Visit to Saunta Gaunta Foundation.Keonjhar. 
The Team was introduced to the climate credit scaling sustainably project. The project includes appointing 
energy entrepreneurs, mobilising funds and training on the application of the newly introduced cooking 
technology. The climate credit is designed to cover the cost of the stove and the sensor pack. Through this 
model, energy entrepreneurs carry out installations, monitor stove use and retrieve data, service and repair as 
well as purchase the devices from the manufacturers. 
 
The scheme works in partnership with banks in agreement for a reduced interest rate after all relevant 
guarantees are provided by the entrepreneurs regarding upfront finance of products and repayment models  
 
The team then visited to Kontakoli village and interacted with the representatives of the communities regarding 
the usage, adoption of improved cookstoves and its impact on their health.  
Thereafter, the visiting team met the Project Director, District Rural Development Agency, Keonjhar He shed light 
on the role of government and his personal commitment going out of his way to allow something like this happen 
in a very remote location. The similarity between India and Nigeria is glaringly open in this regard because 
without personal commitment of such an officer  will never come to light no matter how laudable it is. The 
Director, personally calls for meetings with local Banks and follows up on all government related processes and 
approvals to fastrack acion. It is obvious that in every community , the cookstoves initiative MUST have a 
champion to succeed. 


